MICHEL DE MONTAIGNE

He describes, but not as an eye-witness,
the discovery of a plot for the assassination of the
of Guise outside the besieged city; but what
especially excited his curiosity and set his imagi-
nation to work was the sight of three natives of
Brazil, unwise seekers for the wisdom of Europe,
who held discourse with the King, and also with
the philosopher, aided by a too unskilled, interpre-
ter.   In Montaigne's service, but perhaps at a "later
date? was a plain, ignorant fellow, all the better
of the ignorance, which saved him from
the temptation to be rather picturesque than vera-
cious, who had spent some ten or twelve years of
his life in the New World, and in that part of it
from which these inquisitive savages had come.
On  various   occasions   this   good   fellow  had
brought to the chateau of Montaigne sailors and
merchants who had made the same voyage.   The
insatiable curiosity of the master was gratified by
what he regarded as honest though insufficient re-
ports.   Among the treasures of his house was a
collection of the weapons, domestic furniture, and
musical instruments of savage tribes.    He pre-
served a song made by a prisoner among the can-
nibals, in which the poet cheerfully invited his cap-
tors to the feast for which his body was to provide
the viands; and a second piece of verse, a graceful
love-song, "Stay, adder, stay," which reminded
Montaigne of Anacreon.    From what he had
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ined for
